
DRAFT 
 

Town Forest Committee Meeting Minutes for May 7th, 2015 
Story Memorial Hall 

 
Members Present: Laura Stillson, Rudy Gross, Dennis Lemire, Cathy Boedtker 
Guest: Katherine Otto  
 

1. Meeting called to order at 6:38 
2. No changes or additions 
3. Katherine Otto presented a slide show introduction to the Vermont Forest 

Stewardship Atlas and provided training on how to use the online atlas.  
4. No public comment 
5. Approval of April 2nd, 2015 minutes 

- Motion: Dennis Lemire 
- Second: Rudy Gross 
- Vote: Unanimous 

       6. Trail Report: Due to Jim Lyall’s absence there was no formal trail report, 
however Cathy asked if any trails had been officially opened yet. She noted 
increased car traffic on Coaching Lane and Dennis also noted he had heard there had 
been use of the trails while they were officially closed. Both Cathy and Rudy had 
seen horse activity on Coaching Lane but could not confirm riders had actually been 
using the forest. Cathy indicated some trails were probably dry enough for use but 
not all. The question of enforcement was again revisited with no resolution.  
        7. Update on Acquisition of Ski Area Property: Laura reported that the Final 
Draft of the Conservation Easement could not be released to the public until 
Vermont Housing Conservation Board met with staff on Friday the 8th to provide an 
opportunity for detailed staff input. Laura indicated she understood VHCB 
wondered if a few of the conditions of the easement could be better handled in the 
Town Forest Management Plan. Laura said she would email a copy of the Final Draft 
to the members as soon as it’s released and would call a special meeting to review 
the document and to prepare the committee’s recommendations to the select board.  
        8. Jane’s Trust Foundation: Cathy noted the FAQ page on the website 
recommended that applicant’s should not submit requests that exceed 20% of their 
organizational budget and also that the same FAQ page stated Jane’s Trust rarely 
makes grants to organizations with an organizational budget less than $250,000. 
Given the TF committee budget is less than $10,000 per year, Cathy asked who 
would be applying for the grant and if it is possible for the town to be the applicant. 
Laura said she would contact Kate at TPL to clarify who would be applying for the 
grant.  
        9. RTP grant and ACT 250 update: Jim finished the application paperwork for 
the ACT 250 amendment, updated the map, and updated the cover letter, including 
changes to Home Again and Last Mile. All revisions received positive feedback from 
April Hensel therefore Martha sent the updated documents to the statutory parties 
on May 6th.  



        10. Other Business: Dennis asked if there had been a meeting of the Ascutney 
property owner’s regarding establishment of the not – for – profit ski area. Laura 
said she had attended an informal meeting of folks interested in getting things 
started which included Brian Quirk, Chair of the Property Owner’s Association, and 
John Bossen. Laura said several other folks from town are interested as well, and 
there was increasing interest and support from property owners at the mountain, 
but talks were just beginning and there had been no further meetings.  
 
       11. Motion to adjourn by Cathy at 7:36. Seconded by Rudy Gross. Approved by 
all. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Laura Stillson 


