
Minutes of Town Forest Committee meeting September 5,  2013, at Town Library

Members in attendance: Dennis Lemire, Rudy Gross, Jim Lyall, Cathy Boedtker, Laura 
Stillson
Public Attendees: Glenn Seward, Joan Spackman, Courtney McKaig, Tom Kenyon

1.  Meeting called to order: 6:31 p.m.
2.  Changes or Additions :  none
3.  Minutes from the previous meeting were approved as written. 
4.  Public Comment:  none
5.  Trail Report:

• Routine maintenance, filing and posting of trail reports
• Put in many water bars on doubletracks
• Gravel Pit Rd.  -  Drainage above the road was improved and ditches cleaned out
• Nirvana - rebuilt stream crossing, short re-route around washout, bridge over log 

as optional feature.
• Bypass - removed or covered many slippery roots and created low berms on 

most turns.
To Be Done this Month:

• Trail to Town - will raise railing
• Blue Dipper - will remove roots or re-route before VT50
• Repair flash flood washouts on lower Bicentennial
• Improve beginning of Last Mile by removing some roots and repairing washouts

Stream Crossing at snowmobile bridge - Jim suggested that the bridge be improved to 
accommodate horses and the rescue vehicle, but Joan Spackman said that it would 
take a substantial railing to keep horses from freaking out.  She thought the ford wasn't 
too bad, if the bank washouts are repaired.  Jim suggested that she contact him with a 
time to look at the situation together.  Dennis didn't feel an immediate need to 
accommodate the rescue vehicle until the bridge needs to be replaced, since there is 
access from Kimball Farm Rd.
6.  ATV trail proposal -
"The purpose of the ATV proposal is to provide motorized recreation for residents in the 
town forest.  
1.  No construction would be required to provide ATV recreation on assigned trails.
2.  The use would require an amendment to the existing Act250 Permit #2S1296 that 
would allow the use of motorized vehicles in the town forest on trails indicated on the 
map submitted with this revision ."

Jim pointed out that Paradise Hill Trail would require a new bridge.  Cathy said that we 
should have public meetings first.  Rudy said, first we are proposing the amendment to 
the select board.  Glenn said the important thing is that the meetings take place at some 
point.  Cathy said that she is against ATV trails in the town forest.  She also said that we 
could not limit it to town residents.  
Changes: "some minor construction would be required" and the words "for residents" 
would be eliminated.
Cathy and Jim said that turn arounds at the dead ends would need to be built as well.  
Tom Kenyon asked if there would be limits as to times that ATV's would be allowed.  



Dennis said that first we have to propose the use, then we will establish rules and 
regulations.  Jim said Act250 will probably ask us for restrictions and rules. 
Dennis moved that we forward the proposal, with the above changes to the select 
board.  It was seconded and passed, with Cathy abstaining.
8.  Select board decision on re-route of snowmobile trail:
An abutting property owner objected to the noise and privacy intrusion, and her 
objections would probably block Act250 approval.
9.  Tom Kenyon proposed that logging that would create wildlife areas suggested in the 
TF Plan could create a logging road that could then be used by snowmobiles, horses 
and others, cost nothing and be more difficult to be blocked by abutters' objections.  
Tom thought that logging would not require Act250 approval, but Cathy, Dennis and 
Rudy disagreed.  The select board will look into it further.
10.  Other business - Jim presented a narrative and map for non-motorized trails to be 
an amendment to the Act250 permit as follows:
"We propose that the Act 250 permit be amended to include the following non-motorized 
recreational trails and bridges:

1.  Portion of the State Park Connector Non-motorized recreational trail (length  
0.4 miles) that is on Ascutney Resort land, and connects the trail network with the 
State Park, including a 16' bridge.
2.  A 10' bridge over a small brook on an approved, proposed trail.  This stream 
crossing was overlooked in the original permit.
3.  A 20' bridge to replace the existing ford.
4.  Existing trail (length  0.15 miles) that was mistakenly excluded from the 
original permit map.  It currently has a stream crossing, that we would like to 
replace with a 12' bridge.
5.  Existing loop trail on adjacent property (length 0.9 mile) that should possibly 
be added to the permit."

Jim suggested that the bridge at the ford would not be built or designed until the resort 
changes hands, but the amendment be obtained now.
He moved to present these to the select board.  It was seconded and passed.
Laura presented her narrative 
"This project consists of rerouting the upper portions of the existing summit hiking trail in 
the West Windsor Town Forest known as the Bicentennial Trail.  Constructing the 
reroute will avoid the steep, wet slopes of the current trail, which have become 
excessively eroded.  The project will include constructing a new trail approximately 1.7 
miles in length, closing the existing trails and the appropriate signage."
Dennis moved that the narrative and map be passed on to the select board.  It was 
seconded and passed.
11. The meeting was adjourned at 7:50.

Respectfully submitted,   Jim Lyall, TFC Secretary


