
Minutes of Town Forest Committee meeting November 7, 2013, Story Memorial Hall

Members in attendance: Dennis Lemire, Laura Stillson, Rudy Gross,  Cathy Boedtker 
and Jim Lyall
Public Attendees: One, who did not speak.
Meeting called to order: 6:35 p.m.

Cathy asked to rearrange the agenda, because she had to leave early.  All agreed.
Minutes from the previous meeting were approved. 

Discussion of ATV Public Meeting on October 17th:
Rudy said, “A large percentage of people were in favor of some form of ATV use in the 
TF.”
Jim said he “was surprised that there wasn’t as much opposition as I have heard.  
People don’t like to tell others that they can’t do something.”  He also said that the “I pay 
taxes” argument doesn’t hold up.
STAB put the survey on line, and got about 60 responses, 10-1 against ATVs in the TF. 
Comments were interesting, and he will send copies to everyone.

Based on SB meeting, we need to set TF meeting for making a report to SB.  It was set 
for the 21st.

Email to Glenn from Dianne Connors - abutting landowner wants to meet with Glenn 
and April Hensel.  Rudy felt that TFC should be included.

November 14th meeting:  Cathy moved that at the next public ATV meeting we should 
have a brief presentation of what has occurred to date and then open it up to individual 
comments, without other groups giving presentations.  Then Jason should try to give 
everyone a chance to speak at least once. Passed 3 to 2.
Discussion:
Dennis: mountain bikers make just as much noise as ATVs.  
Cathy and Jim felt that TFC members should not be speaking on the issue at the next 
meeting.
Jim asked that we not have a show of hands
Jim volunteered to write a suggested presentation for Jason and send it to members for 
approval before sending to Jason.

Trail Report
Normal maintenance
Finished fixing ford next to snowmobile bridge.
Made some alterations to the doubletrack to Kimball Farm Rd, - added berms on the 
sides.
Bicentennial - Jim and Laura cut downed trees, added water bars and filled some 
washouts.
Signs - replaced some ripped off signs and more explicit signs by Dianne Connors’.
Put up hunting and then closing signs.
Leaf blowing started, will be finished before rifle season.



Budget discussion was tabled until next month.  Jim pointed out that we will have to 
include costs for some ATV trail construction if it is approved.

Dennis said that we need an economic impact study - how much are the trails helping 
the town?
Jim said he was surprised that it hasn’t grown faster.
Laura went to an economic conference , where they talked about promoting Vermont as 
a MTB destination, very few knew of Ascutney Trails.
Rudy - OL needs to join the conversation.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45.

Respectfully submitted,   Jim Lyall, TFC Secretary


