
Minutes of Town Forest Committee meeting July 18, 2013, Story Memorial Hall

Members in attendance: Dennis Lemire, Laura Stillson, Rudy Gross,  Cathy Boedtker 
and Jim Lyall
Public Attendees: Mark Isenberg

1.  Meeting called to order: 6:35 p.m.
2.  Changes or Additions
3.  Minutes from the previous meeting were approved. 
4.  Public Comment:  

Mark Isenberg expressed appreciation for the Ascutney Trails and the Vermont 
Mountain Bike Festival.  He said that the event was a tremendous economic boon to the 
General Store.
5.  Trail Report

The flash flood of July 2nd washed out many double track trails.  The single track 
trails fared much better but had general erosion throughout.  5 bridges were moved or 
destroyed. 150 to 200 volunteer hours rebuilt the bridges and repaired most of the trail 
damage.  New Trails - Wind Up completed, Trail to Town ¾ done and usable.  Despite 
the wetness, the trails held up well to the extra traffic of the festival.  North end of Deer 
Run washed out, is too steep to fix and is rarely used, so we will close it.  The road crew 
fixed the road to parking and the gravel pit.  The gravel pit road still could wash out, and 
something should be done to re-channel the water above it, like was done above the 
parking lot.
6.  Cover 24 ATV use considerations submitted by Glenn Seward:

1.     Will there be public forums to solely discuss ATV use in the town forest? 
Yes 

2.     What are the costs associated with planning and permitting?
Permit fees for the application are minimal.  Other costs may be required 

as the Act 250 board asks for information that may require the hiring of 
consultants, etc.

3.     Will those costs be paid from the Town Forest Budget ?
Yes

4.     Who will interact with consultants/state officials ?
TFC members

5.     Who will actually draft the permit?
TFC members

6.     If a permit amendment is applied for and  obtained, will any violations 
associated with ATV’s put the entire trail system permit at risk?

Yes, but same as any other abuses and violations.
7.     Will the trails be open to the public or just residents? Will second home 

owners be classified as residents?
It would be open to the public.

8.     What is the total estimated number of resident ATV users?
Approximately 15

9.     If just residents, who will monitor and how will it be controlled?
N/A

10.  Will there be charges for trail use, if so does, it  affect the towns liability 



insurance?
No.

11.  Will there be specific hours of operation ?
Daylight hours only

12.  Would all ATVs be required to have a VT registration – if so who would 
monitor?

Yes.  Monitored by the state.
13.  How will noise complaints by neighbors (if any)  be dealt with and by who ?

TFC will take complaints and take into advisement the number of 
complaints and whether the policy needs changing.

14.  Is there interest in permitting ATVs on Town highways to access the proposed 
trails ? If so, what is the opinion of the highway foreman and the police chief?

No
15.  How  and by who will the trails be maintained?

Same as present - town employee and user volunteers.
16.  Will new trails be proposed ?

No
17.  How will ATVs be restricted to “ATV only” trails ?

Signage
18.  What are the expected costs associated with maintenance ?

Minimal
19.  Will there be any need for bridge alterations to allow for ATVs within the 

existing trail system?
No

20.  How will we deal with horse /ATV interaction?
Signage and education

21.  How will we deal with bike/ ATV interaction?
Signage and education

22.  How will we deal with hiker/ATV interaction?
Signage and education

23.  How will this affect the non-motorized recreational trail  marketing effort?
Minor effect - indicate that a few trails are shared use.

24.  Will there be consideration of a marketing effort to advertise ATV trails ( if open 
to the public)?    

No
The meeting was adjourned at 8:38.

Respectfully submitted,   Jim Lyall, TFC Secretary


