
Draft Minutes of Town Forest Committee meeting, July 15, 2015, Story 
Memorial Hall

Members in attendance: Rudy Gross, Dennis Lemire, Laura Stillson, Cathy 
Boedtker and Jim Lyall
Public Attendees: Bruce Boedtker
1.  Meeting called to order: 6:40 p.m.
2. No changes or additions.
3. Public comment:  Bruce: More intense use makes sense at Ski Area end.  
The multi-use trail brings more disruptive uses into the town forest where 
they don’t belong.  The TF parking lot should not be expanded.  He had 
concern that showing backcountry skiing in the town forest on the map 
invites overuse.  Concerned that Easement section II, 2 gives grantees too 
much control over the property and should be stricken.  Ted Siegler, a 
select board member, recused himself from voting on the easements on the 
Conservation Commission and Bruce felt that Laura and Jim should also 
recuse themselves from voting on the easements. 
4.  Review of proposed easements for Town Forest and Ski Area property.  
Jim moved that we recommend that  the easements to the select board, 
seconded by Cathy.  He later amended the motion (with Cathy’s approval) 
to recommend as amended with the committee’s comments and 
recommendations. The committee proceeded to go through the easements 
page by page and made the following recommendations:

Cathy expressed concern about using the term “reasonable” which is 
nebulous.  Dennis felt that it is standard wording in easements.

Section I,B - Community Forest Plan: Cathy felt that it should be 
updated every 5 years, Laura said it is expensive and could be done at 5 
years but standard is no more than 10.

Section I,B, 2 - Dennis questioned who the “specific entity” was to 
provide oversight.  Laura said the entity was a not-for-profit, but felt that the 
town should and the NFP should share oversight responsibility. Cathy, 
Rudy and Jim agreed. 

Section I,B, 3,j - all agreed that the words “health and” be stricken, so 
we only provide for their safety.

Section II,2 - Rights-of-ways and easements:  All felt that this section 
was unclear, and sounds like the Grantee can grant them to anyone at their 
own discretion regardless of the desires of the Grantor.  Jim suggested that 
after “Grantees may grant permission” we add the words “to Grantor” to 
clarify that the town would be the one seeking to allow an easement, etc.  
Cathy and Laura agreed.

Section III,1 - Dispersed pedestrian recreation - all agreed that the 



“defined as” list should be stricken to keep it open to all dispersed 
pedestrian recreation.

Section III,2 - Cathy wants winter grooming excluded from the town 
forest trails.

Section III,3 - Multi-use double track trail:  Cathy wants this stricken, 
to keep any motorized use within the Multi-Use Area. All others wanted it 
retained.

Section III,4 - Back country skiing zone.  Cathy feels that this should 
be stricken, and all BC skiing be restricted to the upper ski area.

Section III,5 - Hang-gliding:  Cathy wanted to be sure that the CFP 
excludes the town from liability.

Section III,13 - Temporary special use permits:  Cathy: why 7 years 
here and 10 years on the CFP?

Section III,14 - Right to enlarge Parking areas:  Cathy and Rudy felt 
that the TF parking lot should not be allowed to be enlarged, thus acting as 
natural restriction against overuse.  Jim felt it should be left in, because we 
don’t know what the situation may be 80 years from now.  All agreed that 
parking should not be allowed in the old town gravel pit.

Section III,15 - Right to use gravel pit for storage of functional items.  
Cathy and Rudy want this right removed and Dennis wants it left up to the 
Select board’s diiscretion.

Section IV, 4 - Multi-Use Recreation Area: Jim wants the Grantor to 
have the right to allow, at its discretion, the expansion of cross-country 
mountain bike trails within the M-UR Area beyond what is shown on the 
map as “existing and proposed trails.”  All agreed

Section IV, 5 - Recreation Infrastructure Area.  All agreed that the 
easement should provide for the construction of a permanent warming 
lodge of not more than 2,800 sq. ft.

Section VII,9 - Strike “USDA Community Forest Program”.
5.  Other business:  Jim handed out copies of previous minutes and a trail 
report to be read before the next meeting.
6.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:00.

Respectfully submitted,   Jim Lyall, TFC Secretary


