
 

 

 

WEST WINDSOR SELECTBOARD 

Draft Minutes 

May 7, 2014 

 
Present: Glenn Seward, Tom Kenyon, Bruce Boedtker, Barbara Truex, Elvin Kaplan, Martha 

Harrison 

 

1) Call to Order – Selectboard Chair Glenn Seward called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM.  

2) Announcements/public comment - None 

3) Discuss bond vote outcome – Glenn said the bond vote passed 202 to 126. Glenn said Joe 

Duncan (A&E) will prepare a proposal for the remaining design work and archeological 

study, and draft a CWSRF loan application for interim financing. Glenn said he also 

asked Joe to draft a separate proposal for an extension of the line out of the village 

toward the post office. Bruce asked if the thought is to include that extension if it can be 

done within the $2.1 million budget. Glenn said we would have to have public comment 

on it before proceeding. Bruce agreed that it makes sense to get a proposal for the design 

work needed to come up with a construction cost estimate.  

4) Review 2014 Town Plan – Glenn thanked the Planning Commission for their work on the 

Town Plan. Bruce suggested a minor change. Tom suggested changing “ski area” to 

“resort” in some places. After discussion, those present agreed to change Land Use 

Policy #9, and related language in the narrative, to reference recreational development 

rather than the ski area. Martha asked the Selectboard if they want one-acre lots in the 

Resort/Conservation district given the limitations on development within well shields. 

Bruce said he doesn’t think one-acre lots are appropriate in that district. Tom and Glenn 

agreed that the town should consider increasing the minimum lot size for that district in 

the zoning regulations. Elvin expressed concern about Glenn’s statement that the town 

does not anticipate an operating ski area in the foreseeable future. Glenn said the town is 

talking with the Trust for Public Land (TPL) about acquiring the property with grant 

funding, which would allow for a small co-op type ski area. Elvin said the idea of 

fostering a viable ski area was central to the Planning Commission’s revision of the Town 

Plan. Bruce said, realistically, that’s not going to happen and the sooner people accept 

that, the easier it will be to move on to “Plan B.” Elvin said he thinks “Plan B” is a 

substantive change in direction. Bruce agreed. Barbara said changing the language from 

“ski area” to “recreational use” does not preclude the re-establishment of a ski area; it just 

broadens the range of possible recreational uses. Tom said if the primary recreational use 

changes from skiing to hiking and biking, it may not be desirable to have trail-side 

housing. Elvin said the only way a ski area makes money is through real estate 

development, which was the idea behind one-acre zoning. The Selectboard agreed to 

make the minor changes discussed and proceed to public hearing as planned. Glenn 

moved to accept the 2014 West Windsor Town Plan with the minor changes 

discussed and proceed to public hearing on May 27, 2014. Bruce seconded the 

motion, which passed unanimously.  

5) Sign “anti-displacement plan” for VCDP grant – Barbara asked about the status of the 

pollution abatement grant for the village sewer project. Glenn said it will be included in 

the Agency of Natural Resources (ANR) budget request for the next legislative session. 

Glenn moved to execute the Residential Anti-displacement and Relocation Form as 



required by the Vermont Community Development Program (VCDP) for the VCDP 

funding related to the sewer line. Bruce seconded the motion, which passed 

unanimously.   

6) Review Better Backroads grant applications – Glenn said the projects include: rock-lining 

a ditch on Knob Hill Road, stabilizing the stream bank on one section of Clough Road, 

and stabilizing three sections of stream bank on Knob Hill Road. Glenn noted that Todd 

Menees has issued permits for the proposed projects. Glenn moved to proceed with the 

Better Backroads grant applications on Knob Hill and Clough Roads. Bruce 

seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. Glenn also moved to sign an 

Agreement for Entry form for work outside the Clough Road right-of-way on the 

Lockwood property to stabilize a 15’ x 50’ section of stream bank. Bruce seconded 

the motion, which passed unanimously.  

7) Discuss Sheddsville Road intersection project – Glenn said Rice Tree is making progress 

with tree removal along the Brownsville-Hartland Road. Tom said he asked Ted Knox to 

take down the large pine and deliver it to the pellet plant. Tom said he would like to place 

the excess material from the project in the Sheddsville Cemetery in conjunction with the 

replacement and relocation of a culvert to improve access. Tom said there is enough 

money left from the stonewall project to do this. Glenn said he is concerned that the area 

in question may be a wetland and it may be feeding Schoen’s pond. Tom and Bruce 

agreed that we should look into that before proceeding. Cemetery Road: Tom was 

concerned about the condition of Cemetery Road during mud season and would like to 

make improving it a priority. Glenn said under-drains would need to be installed to fix 

the problem, which would be expensive.  

8) Discuss waste water system evaluation – Glenn said Hartigan put a camera through the 

sewer lines in the upper loop, the Mts. Edge area and the main parking lot, and the 

condition was better than expected. Gravel was flushed out and one manhole needs to be 

replaced due to infiltration. Glenn said there is considerable infiltration from the Mts. 

Edge site, due to a footing drain tied into the sewer line, which is not acceptable and 

should be fixed before the town considers taking over that portion of the system. Glenn 

said the video and a written report will be provided to the town shortly. Glenn said the 

Sewer Advisory Committee will have a phone conference on Monday, May 19
th

. Bruce 

asked if A&E will make a recommendation about what needs to be done. Glenn said yes.  

9) Consider town forest survey bids – Glenn said the town requested bids for a survey of the 

southerly and easterly boundaries of the town forest. Glenn said the bid from Brad 

Ruderman is $36,000 and the bid from Bob Farnsworth is $22,400. Glenn said we will 

have a full survey of the Town Forest when this is done. Tom moved to accept the bid 

from Farnsworth & Associates for $22,400. Glenn seconded the motion. There was 

discussion about the source of funds to pay for the survey. Cathy said the Town Forest 

Committee has $10,392 in their fund and the Reserve fund has $103,620. Tom amended 

the motion to specify that the survey will be paid for with $20,000 from the Reserve 

fund and $2,400 from the Town Forest Fund. Glenn seconded the amendment and 

called for a vote on the amended motion, which passed unanimously.  

10) Discuss TPL/ town forest expansion grant opportunity – Glenn gave Bruce and Tom a 

map entitled “Potential Addition to West Windsor Town Forest” and noted discussions 

with the Trust for Public Land (TPL) and Dan Purjes regarding the possible acquisition of 

the resort property as outlined in yellow on the map. Glenn said TPL is soliciting 

appraisal bids because there cannot be any grant funding until the value of the property is 

established. Glenn said one bid has come back for $15,400 and TPL is waiting for one 

other bid. Glenn said the property owner will not fund the appraisal so that will be up to 



the town and, possibly, TPL. Glenn said Conservation Commission Chair Ted Siegler is 

willing to allocate some money from the Conservation Fund to help with the appraisal. 

Glenn said since the project cannot go forward without an appraisal, we have to decide 

whether we want to pay for an appraisal or drop the project. Tom asked if the town is 

more interested in some parcels than others and if the appraisal has to be shared with the 

property owner. Glenn said we don’t have to share the appraisal but, if we don’t, the 

project will stop. Bruce said since we can’t make any decisions without the information, 

he is in favor of proceeding with the appraisal. Tom agreed. Bruce asked about timing. 

Glenn said the appraisal will take about 8 weeks. Glenn agreed to have another 

discussion about funding for the appraisal with Ted Siegler and TPL.   

11) Sign orders - Tom moved to sign orders. Bruce seconded the motion, which passed 

unanimously.  

12) Other business – Sheddsville dry hydrant: Tom said there wasn’t enough time to get an 

application submitted this year but the owners are fine with it so he would recommend 

applying for a dry hydrant grant next year. Hale property: Tom asked about the status of 

FEMA funding for the purchase of the Hale property on Brook Road. Glenn said there 

was a site visit recently and things are looking positive but the town will have to arrange 

to get the oil tank and power lines removed, the septic tank pumped, etc. Glenn said once 

the property is transferred to the town, it cannot be transferred to anyone else.  

13) Adjourn - Glenn moved to adjourn at 10:20 AM. Bruce seconded the motion, which 

passed unanimously.    

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Martha Harrison 


